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Our reliance on foreign oil and dependency

on imported fuel has created a crisis for our
nation’s farmers. Kansas producers’ net in-
come fell 7.7 percent in 2000, down 11 per-
cent from the five-year average, largely be-
cause of the summer drought and dramatic in-
creases in the price of energy. On a nation-
wide average, energy costs alone caused a 6
percent decrease in farm income.

According to the Kansas Farm Management
Association, average cash operating expenses
on Kansas farms increased 6.2 percent last
year, and the increase was largely related to
energy prices. Combined gas, fuel and oil ex-
penses rose $2,551 per farm, a 33 percent in-
crease. Prices for nitrogen fertilizers, a natural
gas derivative, were the primary determinant
in driving fertilizer costs up more than 10%
above the 1999 average. Irrigation energy
costs for a typical irrigated corn farm in west-
ern Kansas were $34,026, approximately one-
fourth of the gross revenue generated. This
figure represents an increase of almost $18
per acre just to run the irrigation system.

With commodity markets remaining at
record lows and the tremendous increase in
energy prices, last year it cost farmers more to
produce grain than they were paid for it. With-
out emergency assistance, producers would
have lost money.

Unfortunately, projections for the 2001 crop
year are not optimistic. Given the current sta-
tus of energy supply and demand, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture predicts that producers will
face a 15 percent decrease in net cash in-
come due to energy and fertilizer costs.
Losses will be still greater for irrigators.

In addition to the negative impact on crop
producers, the livestock segment of the agri-
culture industry has also been affected by fuel
costs. According to the National Cattleman’s
Beef Association Cattle-Fax, high energy
prices have cost the fed cattle market $4 per
hundred weight in decreased demand. The cri-
ses spreads across commodities and across
all regions of the country, from rice producers
in California, to Kansas wheat farmers, to New
England dairies.

Since I arrived in Congress, I have asked
both the Administration and my colleagues to
develop a national energy policy. I look for-
ward to reviewing the findings of the Domestic
Energy Policy Task Force headed by Vice
President CHENEY when their report is re-
leased tomorrow. As we finally begin to look at
legislation regarding national energy policy, it
is important to keep in mind both the short
and long term challenges that exist in the agri-
cultural sector.
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE TIMOTHY
SECHRIST

HON. JOE BACA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2001

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great sad-
ness that I note the passing of Timothy
Sechrist, formerly my Press Secretary and
Senior Legislative Aide, who died of a heart
attack in Los Angeles this past weekend (May
13, 2001).

In addition to working on my staff, Tim also
worked for Congressman Doug Applegate (OH
1984–94); and the Honorable Ron DeLugo

(PR). He also served on the staffs of the Hon-
orable BART STUPAK and the Honorable
MARCY KAPTUR and did some committee work.

Tim was from the old school, a different era,
when the institution of Congress was perhaps
a little bit smaller, a little bit more collegial, a
little more productive. I think he sought to cap-
ture that quality in all that he did.

As a new Member, who was still learning
how to get around the Capitol, I found Tim’s
guidance indispensable. He knew everything
from how to advance briefings with the Presi-
dent at the White House and legislative meet-
ings, to how to further a complicated par-
liamentary maneuver on the floor. Tim was a
walking reference of the rules and procedures
of the House, a mentor to staff, a tutor to
Members.

As a long-time staff member on the Hill, Tim
lived and breathed this institution. To walk
around the Capitol with Tim was to be steeped
in the history and lore of the place. One could
not help but feel a sense of reverence, and
even a little intimidation at the shoes one must
fill coming to this great institution. He could
make history come alive by describing the ori-
gin of a bullet hole in the Senate Chambers,
and the story behind the portraits on the walls.

A gifted raconteur, Tim entertained us with
legends about larger-than-life Members who
have graced the Chambers and walked the
Capitol grounds. Listening to Tim, one got the
sense that this is the people’s House, and it
belongs to each of us who live in this wonder-
ful country. We are temporary stewards with a
mission that is almost sacred—the preserva-
tion of our democratic institutions.

Tim was a wonderful writer, turning out copy
that was to the point and incisive. As a staff
member handling appropriations and selected
legislation, he was indefatigable, demanding
nothing less than working to his highest poten-
tial, and seeking to bring the institution and his
colleagues to increasingly greater heights of
achievement.

Tim brought a confident and professional
bearing to his work. And yet, lurking in all that
seriousness was a man with a great sense of
humor, who was not above playing a practical
joke or laughing with his friends and col-
leagues at a particularly amusing story. It was
wonderful to all of us to see that side of him,
to counterbalance his seriousness and sense
of purpose. It is from those happy times that
we know Tim as a kind and humane man, one
who was liked and loved by his friends and
colleagues.

A graduate of the University of California,
Berkeley, and a native of California, Tim loved
government. He was a public servant in the
humblest and best manner. He genuinely liked
what he did, and you got the sense that there
really was no other calling he would prefer.

Even when Tim left the Hill, it was to work
in a position advocating for transit for the dis-
abled. He never tired of working for the better-
ment of society, forgoing many lucrative op-
portunities that would have embraced him had
he chosen such a path.

In summary, Mr. Speaker, Tim left the insti-
tution a better place for his having been here.
Many Members and colleagues on Capitol Hill
mourned his abrupt passing, and have re-
called the friendship they enjoyed with him.

He is survived by his wife, Connie Jillett, his
father, and two brothers.

There is nothing so fitting for—Tim, as a
man who loved this institution dearly, that we

salute him on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. He will be missed. And so we
say, ‘‘God Bless, we cherish your memory and
your good works.’’
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HONORING HOWARD JAY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2001

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask that Congress take a moment to recog-
nize and thank Howard Jay of Glenwood
Springs, Colorado for his years of teaching
and service to the community. The National
Association of Elementary School Principals
honored Howard as the National Distinguished
Principal for the state of Colorado.

Howard graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in
Education degree from Arizona State Univer-
sity and received a Masters of Arts in Edu-
cation from Western State College. He spent
three years teaching special education classes
in Roy, Utah before moving to Colorado,
where he worked as a teacher for five years,
and as a principal for 15 years. In 1986 he be-
came the assistant principal at Glenwood
Springs Elementary, and then in 1989 Howard
started his career as a principal. He has spent
the last four years at Sopris Elementary
School. ‘‘It’s quite an honor for our school and
the community, as well as the district. The
staff is just walking on air because of this, and
I’m riding their coattails,’’ said Howard.

Howard has the ability to involve parents in
the day-to-day operations, which makes the
school’s successes a real community effort.
He also takes a leadership role in the commu-
nity by being involved in various organizations.
‘‘I’m thrilled for him. He’s been with the district
a long time and has worked hard to accom-
plish goals and to help teachers succeed with
kids. I think that’s what being a part of the
community is all about . . . It’s not just a job,
it’s your life,’’ said Jim Phillips, former Glen-
wood Springs principal.

Howard is the first principal in the district to
win this prestigious award. ‘‘We’re as strong
as the community we serve. If I’m being rec-
ognized, it just says great things for the com-
munity.’’

Mr. Speaker, Howard, his wife Mary, and his
three sons Zack, Steven and Jon should be
proud of this achievement. Howard Jay has
helped shape the minds of children for over 15
years and is well deserving of this award as
well as the thanks and praise of Congress.

Howard, congratulations on a job well done
and best wishes for continued success and
happiness!
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STUDENT AWARDS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2001

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to announce that the Silver Bell
Club, Lodge 2365 of the Polish National Alli-
ance of the United States, will be hosting the
28th Annual Hank Stram-Tony Zale Sports
Award Banquet on May 21, 2001, at the
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